Examples of Course Descriptions (for Outlines/Catalog)

PERALTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

WRITING/EDITING COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

The following directions should be followed for writing/editing course descriptions:

· Start with an adjective or noun other than “a,” “the,” or “course.”

· After the first general phrase, put a colon; follow with a capital letter.

· Use no/few verbs, few articles: use mostly descriptive terms.

· Limit to 4-6 lines; the course description is not an outline of the course.
EXAMPLES OF COURSE DESCRIPTIONS (FOR OUTLINES/CATALOG)

Following are EXAMPLES of course descriptions and catalog information for various courses (liberal arts, vocational, multi-level, modular):

ANTHR 1

Introduction to Physical Anthropology

3 units, 3 hours lecture (GR or CR/NC)

Acceptable for credit: CSU, UC

Study of human beings and their ancestors: Emphasis on relationships to other mammals, physical record of evolution, and processes responsible for evolution.  2202.00

AA/AS area 1; CSU area B2, B3 (with Anthr 1L satisfies lab requirement); IGETC area 5B, 5C (with Anthr 1L satisfies lab requirement)
CIS 1

Introduction to Computer Information Systems

4 units, 3 hours lecture, 3 hours laboratory (GR or CR/NC)

Acceptable for credit: CSU, UC

General nature of computer hardware, software and systems: Hands-on applications include introduction to word processing, spreadsheet, database management and presentation software, and a brief introduction to web browsing and e-mail.  0702.00

AA/AS area 4c
ENGL 33A
Introduction to Contemporary Literature
3 units, 3 hours lecture (GR)

Prerequisite: Engl 1A

Acceptable for credit: CSU, UC

Study of selected literature of the twentieth century: Thematic and stylistic aspects of the individual works; emphasis on European writers to 1970.  1503.00

AA/AS area 3, 4d; CSU area C2; IGETC area 3B

ENGL 33B
Introduction to Contemporary Literature
3 units, 3 hours lecture (GR)

Prerequisite: Engl 1A

Engl 33A is not prerequisite to Engl 33B.

Acceptable for credit: CSU, UC

Study of selected literature of the twentieth century: Thematic and stylistic aspects of the individual works; 1970 to the present with emphasis on American and British writers.  1503.00

AA/AS area 3, 4d; CSU area C2; IGETC area 3B

LANHT 35A

Advanced Landscape Design

4 units, 3 hours lecture, 3 hours laboratory (GR or CR/NC)

Prerequisite: Lanht 22B

Acceptable for credit: CSU

Principles and practices of advanced landscape design building on the principles and techniques covered in LANHT 18A-18B and 22A-22B: Site analysis and topographic design; grading, drainage, and erosion control; design of walls, stairs, and terraces.  0109.10

LANHT 35B

Advanced Landscape Design

4 units, 3 hours lecture, 3 hours laboratory (GR or CR/NC)

Prerequisite: Lanht 22B

Acceptable for credit: CSU

Continuation of LANHT 35A: Advanced graphic and site analysis techniques; design and detailing of lighting, water features, structures; cost estimating, and project planning and design.  0109.10

LRNRE 213A

Improving Cognitive Skills

1-3 units, 2 hours lecture, 3 hours laboratory (GR or CR/NC)

Open-entry/open-exit course

Recommended for students with acquired brain injuries and/or learning disabilities.

Formerly offered as Lrnre 270A.
Course study under this section may be repeated two times for a maximum of 3 units.
Computer-assisted instruction designed for individuals with learning disabilities or acquired brain injuries utilizing material appropriate for all learners: Improving learning skills by analyzing how learning takes place and investigating individual learning styles; focus on cognitive skills such as attention, memory, sequencing, and pattern identification; investigation of brain-based learning theory.  4930.32

LRNRE 213B

Improving Cognitive Skills

1-3 units, 2 hours lecture, 3 hours laboratory (GR or CR/NC)

Open-entry/open-exit course

Recommended for students with acquired brain injuries and/or learning disabilities.

Formerly offered as Lrnre 270B.

Course study under this section may be repeated two times for a maximum of 3 units.
Computer-assisted instruction designed for individuals with learning disabilities or acquired brain injuries utilizing material appropriate for all learners: Improving learning skills by analyzing how learning takes place and investigating individual learning styles; focus on logical reasoning and strategies for critical thinking, problem solving, and information management with emphasis on application of new skills in school and job-based environments utilizing the Internet.  4930.32

MATH 251A

Arithmetic
1 unit, 1 hour lecture (GR or CR/NC)

Modular, open-entry/open-exit course

Not open for credit to students who have completed or are currently enrolled in Math 250.

Non-degree applicable

Modular course in the fundamental processes of arithmetic: Arithmetic of whole numbers and fractions.  4930.41

MATH 251B

Arithmetic
1 unit, 1 hour lecture (GR or CR/NC)

Modular, open-entry/open-exit course

Prerequisite: Math 251A or appropriate placement through multiple-measures assessment process

Not open for credit to students who have completed or are currently enrolled in Math 250.

Non-degree applicable

Modular course in the fundamental processes of arithmetic: Arithmetic of decimals and percents.  4930.41

MATH 251C

Arithmetic
1 unit, 1 hour lecture (GR or CR/NC)

Modular, open-entry/open-exit course

Prerequisite: Math 251B or appropriate placement through multiple-measures assessment process

Not open for credit to students who have completed or are currently enrolled in Math 250.

Non-degree applicable

Modular course in the fundamental processes of arithmetic: Ratio, proportion, and arithmetic of measures including the English and metric systems.  4930.41

MATH 251D
Arithmetic
1 unit, 1 hour lecture (GR or CR/NC)

Modular, open-entry/open-exit course

Prerequisite: Math 251C or appropriate placement through multiple-measures assessment process

Not open for credit to students who have completed or are currently enrolled in Math 250.

Non-degree applicable

Modular course in the fundamental processes of arithmetic: Application to consumer-oriented problems, and introduction to the solution of equations and formulas.  4930.41
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